RESPONSE TO ISRP COMMENTS

Colville Hatchery

198503800

Comment 1:   Fish production costs are too high.

Response:      More than one third ($1.1 million) of the total cost of this proposal covers the cost of related programs ( M & E, outreach and education, marking) and not hatchery production.  If only hatchery costs and a proportionate amount of administration and overhead are considered the production cost of the hatchery is $8.43/lb, not $20/lb.  This calculation is based on 66,500 lb annual production (the average of the last four years).  
Comment 2:   An unknown number of fish are actually caught by anglers.

Response:      The Colville Tribe has been collecting creel data since the 1970s and has been able to determine catch rates (CPUE) and return to creel analysis.  It is the policy of the Colville Tribe to, whenever possible, develop put-grow-and take fisheries rather than put and take fisheries.  For this reason, % returned to creel is usually calculated on a weight basis.   For Twin Lakes, % returned to creel has varied from as low as 44% to as high as 162%.    Percent return to creel data on other lakes often exceeds 100% on a per pound basis.  When return to creel data are calculated on a per fish basis returns are typically 2.5%-5% when fish under 30 grams are planted.  When larger fish are planted the % return to creel on a per fish basis has been shown to increase but the % return to creel on a per pound basis decreases.  We are presently attempting to refine our data collection techniques to enable us to calculate return to creel data in a more reliable and consistent manner.
Comment 3:   M & E results have never been compiled.

Response:      M & E results have been compiled each year in the annual reports as well as in the May 2005 Reservation Lakes Survey.   References to these reports are included in the revised narrative and in the list of references.
Comment 4:   1998/1999 annual reports are in progress.

Response:      Annual reports through 2005 have been submitted and are included in the revised narrative and list of references.
Comment 5:   No data synthesis of any monitoring was included in the proposal.

Response:      Monitoring data have been included and summarized in each annual report and in the Reservation Lakes Survey.   The graph shown below is an example of the type of data derived from the creel census.  Water quality, species abundance and creel data for each body of water studied in a particular year are discussed in that year’s report.  When appropriate, comparisons are made with previous studies.
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Comment 6:   Most of the monitoring is designed to assess the performance (growth, catch rate etc) of stocked fish and does not need to be repeated annually.

Response:      Creel monitoring is done on an annual basis and is used to keep track of the stocking program.  Particular emphasis is given to those where catch rates appear to be declining or where special problems exist.   In 2006 the main emphasis is on Twin Lakes.   Lake and stream monitoring is done on a 2-3 year basis with special emphasis given  to lakes with physical changes (Rebecca Lake), to lakes with problem species (Twin Lakes) and to Lakes where the stocking strategy has changed (Twin Lakes).   Monitoring is particularly important now as the switch from non native stocks of rainbow trout to native redband rainbow has been accelerated.
Comment 7:  There is no evidence that stocking levels have ever been modified as a result of any monitoring.

Response:      Catch rates, % return to creel, relative weights, presence of non native species and the physical and biological conditions all play a role in determining stocking strategies and regulatory control.   Creel data at Omak Lake in 2000 and 2001 showed increasing numbers of fish caught, but smaller sizes.   Since this Omak lake is considered a trophy fishery lake the number of fish planted annually was reduced to 60,000 – 70,000.  Recent creel data show an increased average fish size.  Studies at Twin Lakes have shown the physical conditions of the lakes (particularly during the last 4 years) are such that the more temperature tolerant native redband rainbows may have much better survival than the triploid coastal rainbows that have been stocked in recent years.   Accordingly the switch to redband rainbows has been accelerated.   More than 1,000,000 redband eggs were taken in 2006.  Catch data also indicate that the best strategy may be to stock a large number of small fish, a moderate number of catchables and a few very large triploids purchased from one of the local fish farms.  A move to this program was begun in 2006 and will be extended as more redbands become available.
Province Comment:  Reduce budget.

Response:  Work element “put and take fisheries” has been removed.  Hatchery staff has been reduced by one half person because this cost is duplicated elsewhere and the cost of supplies has been reduced because there will be excess elastomer tags after the marking season in FY06.  The total cost of the project is now $3,00,999.  Annual proposed costs are now: FY07 - $961,501; FY08 - $1,003,774; FY09 - $1,044,724
